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Instrumentation

Bb Clarinet
Piano
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Program Listing

Queste Parole d’ Amore (2007) Jonathan Sokol
L Introduzione: Solo I
IL. Allegretto Leggiero
111 L’istesso Tempo: Feroce

IV.  Solo II: Fuggevole

V. Cantabile

VL Solo III: Volutamente
VII. Con Minaccia

VIII. Tarentella

IX. Insonnolito

X. Tempo Giusto

Program Notes

Queste Parole d’Amore 1s excerpted text from the traditional Italian song
Mamma, immortalized by the legendary Jerry Vale. The title translates as “these words of
love,” and it has been chosen in deference to my mother, for whom this piece is
affectionately dedicated.

Being Italian in heritage, I found that the words of love and admiration expressed
in this song made for a perfect tribute. In homage of my Italian roots, expression
markings and musical terminology in the score have been written in Italian.

The piece is essentially a Theme and Variations; however, the theme is presented
last. This practice was influenced by the English composer Benjamin Britten in his work
for viola and piano, Lachrymae Op. 48, in which he extracts his own thematic material
from a John Dowland tune and, over the course of the composition, gradually reverts to
the original. My example is less subtle, but the particular form invites the listener to
utilize memory in recalling select fragments, piecing them together once the final theme
is performed.
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