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Instrumentation

C Trumpet (Straight Mute needed)
Trombone (Straight Mute needed)

2 Percussion
1: 4 Tom-toms, 2 Suspended Cymbals, 2 Triangles, Tubular Bells, Mark Tree.
2: 3 Button Gongs (H, M, L)*, Kick-Drum (Bass)**, Tam-tam, 2 Bongos (H, L),
Sizzle Cymbal, Hi-Hat (closed).
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* Though the Button Gongs are notated with specific tunings, only relative H, M, L distinctions

are intended.
** The Kick-Drum will always be notated on the space below the staff, regardless of clef.

Performance Notes

Duration: ca. 5°30”

The Trumpet and Trombone begin on opposite sides of the stage and should be directed toward
each other; when moved to the center, they should face the audience.

“Z” markings on stems indicate flutter-tongue for the brass, rolls for the percussion.
C4 and F4 on the Piano should be prepared by wedging a penny (or other small coin) between the
strings as near to the damper as possible.
Program Note
Drawing influences from popular styles, the rhythmic-induced A Song Without Words

attempts to distort perceptions of time and space by superimposing repetitive figures on
contrasting rhythmic grids.

The song in question is presented in whole near the onset of the piece, emerging from a
chaotic outburst of percussion and brass. Fragments of the melody and its accompaniment are
subsequently introduced in alteration, until they at last converge as one unified element.
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